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MIDTOWN COMMUNITY LEADER: ELIZABETH
“MOMMA” PERKINS

RECENT POSTS
Their Midtown vintage market draws thousands
of customers
To these upbeat volunteers, every animal is a
priority
Her job: make white people aware of blacks’
struggles
His work graces public places and private homes
around the country
At the age of 6, she knew what she wanted to be
They shared a childhood of tense times, warm
memories
He rocks ‘n’ rolls in a music buff’s dream job
Photojournalist finds her bliss behind the camera
Unsavory people and heinous crimes? That’s his
beat
By being honest about who he is, he makes a
difference

BY ANDREA LUNA

NNB Student Reporter

13 Years later, she’s back as a teacher and role
model
A Sunday tradition: faith and fancy hats

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. —  On a hot fall day the sun is scorching the pavement making the heat rise in
visible waves as the eighth-grade class patiently waits for Elizabeth “Auntie” Perkins to unlock the
classroom door.
The school’s website describes their mission:

For Times photojournalist, life’s a day at the
beach
Pop open a cold one at Midtown’s 3 Daughters
Brewing

“To inspire and empower students qualifying for need-based scholarships to become future community

Polish distillery brings distinctive spirits to
Midtown

leaders through a rigorous middle school program coupled with ongoing graduate support.”

On patrol, the routine can suddenly turn serious

Elizabeth and her colleague Sonja Felton are the ongoing graduate support. They keep in touch with the

At alternative weekly, food and drink are her
beats

students through high school and college.
The sizzling of the pavement and the lively conversations are drowned out by the school bell.
Elizabeth unlocks the door and props it open with her body as the students file their way into the airconditioned classroom.
The gentlemen are first.
One by one they acknowledge Mrs. Perkins with a firm handshake and a “good morning.”

Passionate piano, colorful footwear help him
coach journalists
Mining disaster helped steel him for a new
career in public relations
As college building goes up, he’s a maestro in
Midtown
School strives to break the cycle of generational
poverty
He finds the facts, the people and the payments
that elude others

She locks eyes with each one of them and shows off her pearly white teeth.
He lives his son’s dream, every step of the way
One student tries to sneak past her without acknowledging.
Big mistake.
She pulls him back to the door by his sweater and ensures he starts the process again, this time with a
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Lorene’s is still thriving after two decades in The
Deuces
Inside a struggling middle school, the student
newspaper is thriving
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firm handshake, a “good morning Mrs. Perkins,” and full eye contact.
The process repeats until all the ladies have made their way into the classroom.
This is the graduating class at Academy Prep Center of St. Petersburg, Fla., and today they are working
on their high school applications.
She walks the room checking on the progress of each student and answering as many questions as she
can.
This is her time to encourage these kids about their future. This is her time to make them realize their
potential and to show them options they may have never considered.
Mrs. Perkins has been helping kids find their potential and changing lives for 11 years.
Class is done, and the filing out process is much quicker as the students rush to the basketball courts.
Mrs. Perkins is still the door proper and smiles at each of them on their way out.
As we make our way to her office she stops multiple times to talk to different students.
She knows each one by name. She gets on their level and locks eyes and for that moment, they are all
she sees. Undivided attention.
She asks where they are coming from and where they are headed. She reminds them to walk. She uses
terms of endearment like “baby” and “sweetheart.”
Any outsider looking in would think that this is a mother who came to visit her child at school. Lastly, she
sends them off with a smile and tells them to have a great day.
Her journey continues to her office.
The door opens and a slender flight of stairs leads to another door. This woman has been climbing
these same stairs for 11 years.
We walk into her office, which is covered in collegiate pennants and pictures of her family. There is a
skylight above her desk that casts an angelic glow on her skin.
She is waiting for me to give directions. I tell her to go about her business while I set up and capture
some footage of her in her environment. A nervous chuckle is her response.
The second the camera begins to record she squirms in her seat. She is uncomfortable when the
spotlight is on her.
“I don’t see me as a hero or anything more than just a person trying to help the next person,” Perkins
says with a tear in her eye.
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